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Your Guide to Intermittent Fasting

Intermittent fasting (IF) has become one of the most popular trends in the health and
wellness community in recent years. With its growing popularity, many people are
curious about its benefits, how it works, and how it might fit into their lifestyles. But
what exactly is intermittent fasting, and how can it help improve health and promote
weight loss? Learn more about intermittent fasting as we discuss IF methods, the
science behind IF, the pros and cons of implementing it into your routine, and how to
start.
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Disclaimer: This article is intended for educational purposes only.
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What is Intermittent Fasting?
Intermittent fasting isn’t a diet in the traditional sense—it’s an eating pattern that
alternates between periods of eating and fasting. During the fasting phase, you either
significantly reduce your calorie intake or abstain from food entirely. According to IF
principles, when you eat is more important than what you eat. By limiting the eating
window, intermittent fasting aims to give your body more time to rest, repair, and burn
fat.

There are several popular methods of intermittent fasting, each with varying
timeframes for fasting and eating. The most common include:

16/8 Method: Fast for 16 hours and eat during an 8-hour window. For example, an
individual could eat from 12 pm to 8 pm and fast from 8 pm until 12 pm the next day.
5:2 Method: Eat normally five days a week and restrict calorie intake to around 500–
600 calories on two other non-consecutive days.
Eat-Stop-Eat: Fast for 24 hours once or twice a week. For example, an individual
could stop eating after dinner one day and then not eat again until dinner the next
day.
Alternate-Day Fasting: Alternate between fasting days (where you eat very little or
nothing at all) and regular eating days.



Each of these methods can provide the body with numerous benefits. However, the one
that is right for you depends on several factors, including your health history, current
lifestyle choices, and your physician’s approval, especially if you have a preexisting
condition such as diabetes. Ultimately, the goal is to find a fasting method that’s right
for you and fits your lifestyle and health goals.
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The Science Behind Intermittent Fasting

The benefits of intermittent fasting are rooted in the body’s natural biological processes.
When you eat, your body breaks down food for energy, primarily using glucose derived
from carbohydrates. However, after hours of fasting, your body switches from burning
glucose to burning stored fat for energy.

During periods of fasting, several important things happen in the body:
Insulin Levels Drop: When you eat, your body releases insulin to help process the
sugar and carbohydrates in food. During fasting, insulin levels drop, allowing the
body to burn stored fat more effectively.

1.

Increased Human Growth Hormone (HGH) Production: Fasting can lead to higher
levels of human growth hormone, which helps with fat loss, muscle gain, and overall
metabolic function.

2.

Cellular Repair and Autophagy: Fasting triggers a process called autophagy, which
translates to “self-eating,” where cells break down and remove old, dysfunctional
cells and pathogens. This process, which can also occur while we sleep, is vital for
cellular repair and rejuvenation. Therefore, it’s important to avoid eating before bed
to reap these important benefits.

3.

Gene Expression: Fasting influences gene expression in ways that can promote
longevity and protection against disease. Studies suggest that intermittent fasting
triggers the activation of genes related to cellular repair, inflammation reduction,
and protection from disease.

4.

"Ultimately, the goal is to find a fasting method that’s right for you
and fits your lifestyle and health goals." 



Intermittent fasting is associated with a wide range of health
benefits, from weight loss to improved metabolic health and
increased longevity. Here are some of the most notable benefits:
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Health Benefits of Intermittent Fasting

1. Weight Loss and Fat Loss
One of the most popular reasons people try intermittent fasting is
for weight loss. Many studies show that intermittent fasting can
lead to significant reductions in body fat percentage and weight.
By reducing the eating window, intermittent fasting can naturally
help reduce calorie intake. Additionally, fasting can increase the
body’s ability to burn fat, making it easier to shed excess weight.
One study found that alternate-day fasting and whole-day fasting
had the best results on weight and fat loss. Alternate-day fasting
resulted in 3-7% reduction in body weight, 3-5.5 kg of body fat, 10-
21% reduction in total cholesterol, and 14-42% reduction in
triglycerides in 3-12 weeks. And, whole-day fasting resulted in 3-9%
reduction in body weight, 5-20% reduction in total cholesterol, and
17-50% reduction in triglycerides in 12-24 weeks.

2. Improved Insulin Sensitivity
One of the key health benefits of intermittent fasting is improved
insulin sensitivity. Lower insulin levels mean the body becomes
more efficient at using glucose for energy and less likely to store it
as fat. Insulin sensitivity is particularly beneficial for individuals
with insulin resistance or type 2 diabetes, as it can help regulate
blood sugar levels and reduce the risk of developing these
conditions.

3. Increased Longevity and Cellular Health
Some research suggests that intermittent fasting may help
extend lifespan by enhancing cellular repair processes and
improving overall metabolic health. Autophagy, a process
activated during fasting, helps remove damaged cells and
proteins, promoting healthy cell renewal. This could have long-
term health benefits, including improved brain function and a
reduced risk of chronic diseases like cancer and Alzheimer’s.
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4. Improved Heart Health
Intermittent fasting may also benefit heart health. Research indicates that IF can reduce
several risk factors for heart disease, including:

Blood pressure: Fasting can help lower blood pressure levels.
Cholesterol levels: Intermittent fasting may reduce LDL cholesterol and triglyceride
levels.
Inflammation: Fasting can decrease markers of inflammation, which is linked to heart
disease.

These effects suggest intermittent fasting can be an important method to help maintain
cardiovascular health.

5. Enhanced Brain Function
Fasting may offer neuroprotective benefits, enhancing brain function and reducing the
risk of neurodegenerative diseases. Studies suggest that intermittent fasting helps
increase the production of brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF), a protein that
supports brain health, memory, and learning. [LA2] [LA3] Additionally, fasting promotes
autophagy in the brain, which helps remove toxins that may contribute to conditions like
Alzheimer's and Parkinson's.

6. Mental Clarity and Focus
Some people report experiencing improved mental clarity and focus during fasting
periods. This may be due to a reduction in blood sugar fluctuations, which can contribute
to more consistent energy levels. Additionally, when the body switches to burning fat for
fuel, it produces ketones, an alternative energy source for the brain linked to improved
cognitive function.
 

"Fasting may offer neuroprotective benefits, enhancing brain
function and reducing the risk of neurodegenerative diseases." 



While intermittent fasting offers numerous benefits, it's not
suitable for everyone. Here are a few things to consider:

Hunger and Cravings: Some individuals may struggle with
hunger, especially in the early stages of intermittent fasting.
However, this typically lessens over time as the body adapts.
Nutrient Deficiency: If you're not mindful of your nutrition
during eating windows, there's a risk of not getting all the
essential nutrients your body needs.
Not Recommended for Certain Groups: Intermittent fasting
may not be appropriate for people with certain medical
conditions, such as eating disorders, diabetes (without medical
supervision), or those who are pregnant or breastfeeding.
Potential for Overeating: During non-fasting days or periods,
there's a temptation to overeat or make poor food choices,
which can negate some of the weight-related benefits of
fasting. 
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Potential Drawbacks and Considerations

How to Start Intermittent Fasting
If you’re considering intermittent fasting, here are some tips to
help you get started:

Start Slow: Begin with a more manageable fasting window,
such as the 12/12 method (fast for 12 hours and eat within a 12-
hour window). Then, gradually increase the fasting time.

1.

Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty of water during fasting periods to
stay hydrated and help curb hunger. You can also consume
herbal teas and black coffee in moderation during fasting
periods.

2.

Focus on Whole, Nutrient-Dense Foods: During eating
windows, prioritize whole foods (fruits, vegetables, lean
proteins, and healthy fats) to ensure you get the nutrients your
body needs.

3.

Listen to Your Body: Intermittent fasting isn’t a one-size-fits-
all approach. If you feel unwell or overly fatigued, consider
adjusting the fasting window or consulting a healthcare
professional for further guidance.

4.
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Conclusion

Intermittent fasting is a flexible and scientifically backed approach to improving health,
losing weight, and enhancing longevity. By altering your eating patterns, you can help
your body burn fat more efficiently, regulate blood sugar, improve heart health, and
potentially extend your life. As with any major dietary or lifestyle change, it’s important to
listen to your body and consult a healthcare professional before starting intermittent
fasting. This is especially important if you have a preexisting health condition or take
medications.

Whether you're aiming to lose weight, boost energy, or improve your overall health,
intermittent fasting may be a powerful tool in your wellness journey. To learn more about
nutrition, consider enrolling in our 16-week Certified Nutritional Consultant program. Call
800-428-0408, option 2, to speak with an Enrollment Specialist. 
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